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: A br oad range of health, minority, women’s and
nvnronmental groups, protesting what they say is
an attempt to kick them out of the federal gov-
.-grnment’s annual charity drive, have asked Pres-
.-ident Reagan to reject a United Way proposal to
hm.t elmblhty in_the Combined Fed ral Cam
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i * Most of the vroups were admltted to the CFC
"under the terms of an executive ¢rder issued last
ear by the prealdent They said they have heard
“the White House is considering issuing a new,

otder that would result in about three dozen non-
. traditional” chanty organizations bem<7 kicked out’

of the campaign, at an estimated loss to them of

-mcre than 34.5 million. :

£Federal employes like having a broader range

- of charities to support,” the groups said in a ]etter'
- .-t Reagan signed by 18 organizations, among

them the Native American Rwhts Fund, the Com-
“mittee for Responme Phxlanthrop), the Center
for.Science in the Public Interest, and legal de-
- fende funds for Federally Employed Women and
:»the Sierra. Club, They urged him to reject the
Uqued Way propo<al as directly contradxctmg'

~f- Re’agan s efforts to increase private giving. v

== Last Septemnber, United Way of America asked

j_t"e White House to restrict participation.in the
7 CFC to “charitable agencies providing direct, hu-
- man-care services in the fields of health and wel-
fare, including health research.” United Way ar-
m:d that inclusion of less traditional service |

) ‘grOup» had hurt chanty contributions. .

<=The example cited in the letter to Reagan was

_'_l:’xe National Right to Work Legal Defense Foun- _

;t_fatmn whose admittance to the CFC last year,
Umted Way said, had sparked a boycott of the

.,\_campalgn by some unions. . .

« o CFC raised $87 million in employe contribu-
T- tions in 1981, $12 million of it in the Washington
il'en But a controversy in recent vears over the
" number and tvpes of orgavnzatlom that should be

..-allo»' ed to pdmupdtc has kept the campaign in
“legal and political upheaval.

-+ Seme groups, usually those long established in
the drive, have argued that opening the campaign
t¢ mary, new organizations confuses givers and
spreads contributions too thin. But groups who
have gone to court to gain admittance say expand-
ing the CFC has increased overall donauom by
providing 2 wider chuice of charities.
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... When cmploves have more choice of char-
ities to support, they give more,” the charity
groups said in their letter, to be sent to Reagan
today. They said that, according to the Office of
Personnel Management, charitable giving in fed-
eral offices is up more than 7 percent this year,
the first time since 1977 that the | increase in giv-
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Officials with the Office of Personnel Man-
agement report 50 new checkoff applications
for 1983. “If the trend continues, the campaign
will be unmanageable,” said Joseph Morris, gen-

The traditional organizations joined the com-
bined campaign after President Kennedy autho-
rized it in 1961. About 260 groups would remain

Some of the new groups include the National
Right to Work Educational Foundation, the Sier-
ra Club, Planne ~ Parenthood, National Organi-
zation for Women Legal Defense Fund, the Chil-

dren’s Defense Fund and the Conservative Legal

Jan. 1, i agqeq.

of the threa..

for the Advancement of White Peo-
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A federal court here ru

fewer workers contributing to traditional health
the National Association for the

and welfare causes this year.
Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund may share

funds from the Combined Federal Ca
unless they were specifically excluded

of Colored People Legal Defense Fund and the
dential order,

area, said federal worker opposition to 34 new

activist grou
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